[image: image1.jpg]



                               GWRRA Chapter FL1-A2, established 1982            June 2001
NATIONAL OFFICE Mike & Judy Wright, Executive Director (219) 248-8166

REGION A DIRECTOR Jim & Margie Hodge (228) 875-1764

DISTRICT DIRECTOR Bob & Nancy Shrader (813) 885-7963

CD Gold Line

It Don't Get No Better!

I cannot remember better riding weather than what we've enjoyed the past three months.  This had gotten a lot of the membership in the saddle and enjoying many rides.  During this time, we've also had some new members join our ranks.  I hope everyone reaches out to make them feel welcome.  Too often, this will determine if a person or couple will ever come back or will become long time participants.

When I joined the Chapter in late 1988, only Sonny and Ann Rollo and Karen Krebs still remain as steady and active participants of our Chapter.  The rest have come and gone and perhaps now have new interests in their lives.  Unless riding one's bike on a regular basis is a big part of your life, then the tendency to slip away and out of the Chapter is a distinct possibility.

Our Chapter has given a lot to me in terms of friends, fun, activities and knowledge.  I hope to make the Chapter a big part of my life as long as I physically can enjoy it and participate.  I don't think anything can surpass the magic of a powerful, cool looking motorcycle taking me for rides with my friends and going to destinations that I love to go to (smokies, Bike Week, etc.).  

This feeling is the glue that holds us together and makes the memories for us.  It is my sincere wish that all of our Chapter members participate as much as time allows and enjoy the unique personalities that make up our Chapter.  When you think about it, very few activities in your life build camaraderie and togetherness and memories as our rides and times together.  Next time you hear about a ride, go on it - you certainly will enjoy it and will look forward to the next ride.  I know that I do!



Ride Safe,



Charles



Senior Chapter Director

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR

Charles & Linda Couch

(850) 562-1399

honda@nettally.com

ASST. CHAPTER DIR.

Hugh Waller 562-4542

mjenwal@aol.com

SECRETARY/TREAS.

Kate Smith (850) 926-1608

tiffanyrose@townbeacon.com

RIDE COORDINATOR

Charles Couch 562-1399

honda@nettally.com

RIDER EDUCATOR

Tom Fisher (850) 386-8493

tfisher@nettally.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

& AMA COORDINATOR

Karen Krebs (850) 925-0345

krebsk@freenet.tlh.fl.us

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Mike Share (850) 925-0656

mjds@usa.net

PHONE COORDINATORS

Ann Bartlow (850) 421-1397

Sonny Rollo (850) 562-4293

Karen Krebs krebsk@freenet.tlh.fl.us

SUNSHINE

Carolyn Campbell

(850) 997-4901

Positions available: contact Charles to get involved!
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We're on the 'net!

Send in your e-mail address to be

on the Chapter e-mail list!

krebsk@freenet.tlh.fl.us

PLEASE

PATRONIZE

OUR

SPONSORS

YOUR AD WOULD LOOK GREAT HERE!

925-0345
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HONDA 576-6326

4003 W. Pensacola Street
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June Birthdays

Johnny Gargus 6/1

Brenda Dekle 6/3

Rob Nielsen 6/10

Linda Henley 6/17

Sim Dekle 6/19

John Bartlow 6/24

George McKee 6/29

June Anniversaries

Bob & Ann Lumsden 6/3

John & Ann Bartlow 6/9

Buck & Carol Harris 6/25
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Do you know a member with illness or death in their immediate family?  Call Carolyn  Campbell, Sunshine Chairperson, 997-4901.

WANT TO REACH OVER 80 MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS?

Advertise!!

Low rates: only $15.00 for a business card size ad for 3 months!  Call the Advertising Department - (850) 925-0345  (ask for Karen) or

e-mail: krebsk@freenet.tlh.fl.us
 BUSINESS CARD SIZE ADS

$15.00 for 3 mos./$50 per year

1/4 page $25.00 for 3 months

1/2 Page $35.00 for 3 months

Full Page $50.00 for 3 months
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Next Month's Birthdays 

Mike Share 7/5

Richard Pulliam 7/25

Sonny Rollo 7/29

Next Month's Anniversaries

Marvin & JoNell Culverson 7/17

Jesse & Rita Hodsdon 7/24

Time to Re-Up

from 1/5/01 printout

June

Ben & Virginia Hart

Cliff & Corinne Mathis

Bud & Kate Smith

July
Gary & B.J. Allen

Steve Carroll

Thurman & Wanda Compton

John Ferrell

Dean & Ann York

Welcome

to Johnny & Janice Gargus, owners of a 1994 Aspencade!  We hope to see a lot of them!

"New Bike" Club

Ask Wayne Parmer about his purple "Harley!"

[image: image6.wmf]GET THE LEAD OUT AWARD

is waiting for you!

Call:

(850) 925-0345

or e-mail: krebsk@freenet.tlh.fl.us
Articles may be submitted in WORD '97 or other

convertible format.
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by Hugh Waller

Dinner Ride

The dinner ride to Appalachee Restaurant in Bristol was great fun.  Marcy and I met everyone at the designated departure point to find four bikes.  Dave and Pat Ventry, Richard and Fonda, and two new prospective members, Bob Crawford on a new black 1800, and Al Chastain on a new Yamaha Venture.  Karen met Bob and Al while getting her new bike serviced in Albany.  I hope to see these guys on future rides and at the meetings.  Way to go, Karen!  We love to see new faces in the Chapter.

En route to Bristol we picked up Wayne Parmer and Ray Henley.  So in all , we had six bikes and one mini-van.  The food was great.  It was a pleasure meeting Myrtle, the 


restaurants owner.  On the way home , Marcy and I brought up the rear in our mini-van.  Even though we weren't on a bike, having our sunroof open gave us a little of that open air feeling.  I've always enjoyed watching the taillights move and sway with the contour of the road on a nighttime bike ride.  It's relaxing.  The next dinner ride should find me on two wheels!  Hallelujah!
On another note I would like to announce that we will begin the appointment process for Dave Ventry to become the Assistant Chapter Director.  I'm looking forward to working with Dave and Pat.  They are true motorcycle enthusiasts who will be a great asset to this chapter.

Hugh
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Don't forget to

 sign up your

co-rider!

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 4th THURSDAY

PUBLICATION: 2nd THURSDAY

Please let us know if you no longer want a newsletter - they cost us $1.34 each!!!
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Safety Corner

by Tom Fisher

Rider Educator

How Quick Are Your Reactions?

I read somewhere that riding a motorcycle is 90% mental and 10% physical.  I don’t know if the proportions are exactly correct, but I certainly agree with the concept that you have to be mentally alert when riding.

According to the New Zealand Motorcycle Safety Consultants website, in an average accident situation, a motorcycle rider has just 1.8 seconds to make decisions prior to crashing.  This means that the rider must see the developing situation, make a decision about what action to take, and execute the decision – all within 1.8 seconds!

To make this 1.8 seconds very clear to you, try the old counting technique: One thousand one, One thousand….

That’s about 1.8 seconds, and it is not much time.  The average rider probably has enough time to see the situation and say, “Awwww, sugar!”  (Or, whatever else you might say that is appropriate.)

The implication of this is that every rider must be constantly alert to what is happening in front of, behind, and beside the motorcycle.  One has to expect danger and have a plan for avoiding trouble.  Never relax.  Always be vigilant.

Let’s consider some examples.  Remember, you have just 1.8 seconds to make a decision and take action.

1.  You are riding down the Interstate at 65 mph and are positioned four car lengths behind a truck.  Traffic is heavy on the adjacent left lane.  All of a sudden, the truck’s rear tire shreds tread all over your side of the highway.  What do you do?

2.  You are riding down a two-lane highway at 55 mph.  The road is curvy and hilly.  A string of cars approaches in the opposite lane and the second car quickly darts into your lane to pass.   What do you do?

3.  You are riding down a paved country road at 40 mph and approach a sharp curve to the left.  You lean the bike to a 45 degree angle to enjoy the thrill of the curve when you see that the lane is covered in gravel and sand.  What do you do?

4.  You are riding on a two-lane road in the country.  You see a car pulling up to a STOP sign on your right.  Just as you get about 30 feet from the intersection, you see the car’s wheels begin to rotate – the car is coming across in front of you.  What do you do?

5.  You are riding down the Interstate at 65 mph and the bike starts to wobble violently.  What do you do?

I will not try to answer these questions as you will have your own 1.8 seconds to figure them out.  The important conclusion is that you as rider must anticipate problems and have a plan for how to handle them.  You do not want to have to experience these events first hand so you can learn from the lessons.  Talk to other people about accidents.  Read about accidents.  Think about possible accident causing situations.  

This is quite similar to what pilots do.  Did you ever see one of the popular private pilot magazines with its monthly analysis of an airplane accident?  The FAA reports are summarized to provide a description of the weather, the flight pattern, the experience of the pilot, and the condition of the plane.  The analysis always concludes with a series of lessons learned from this unfortunate pilot’s experience.  We should do the same thing with motorcycle accidents.

To conclude, the most important decisions you ever make in your life might be made in the last 1.8 seconds before the crash.

Remember our GWRRA slogan,

“Safety Is for Life!”
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Corner

by Karen E. Krebs
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  AMA Liaison





  http://www.ama-cycle.org/
Motorcyclists and Others May Lose Health Benefits

from AMA press release #G01019

PICKERINGTON, Ohio -- New federal regulations that legalize health-care discrimination against motorcyclists, horse riders and others involved in recreational activities have taken effect despite concerted efforts by motorcyclists and others to change the rules, the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) reports.  The new regulations, which became the law of the land on May 8, are the end result of a rulemaking process that dragged on for nearly five years after Congress passed the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.  The new rules state that an employer can't refuse health-care coverage to an employee based on participation in legal recreational activities after working hours, but that health-care benefits can be denied for injuries suffered while taking part in those activities.

The rules, issued jointly by the Internal Revenue Service, the Pension and Welfare Benefits Administration, and the Health Care Finance Administration, directly contradict the intent of Congress in passing this law.  In fact, language in the Congressional Record at the time noted that the law "is intended to ensure, among other things, that individuals are not excluded from health-care coverage due to their participation in activities such as motorcycling, snowmobiling, all-terrain vehicle riding, horseback riding, skiing and other similar activities."

The AMA and others worked hard to get that language included in the Congressional Record after uncovering incidents in which employers were discriminating against motorcyclists, leaving them without coverage when they were involved in recreational activities.  The AMA noted that some health plans would provide health-care benefits for employees involved in illegal activities like driving a car while drunk, but cut off those benefits from legal activities.


For years, the AMA urged President Clinton's administration to finalize regulations implementing that law.  Then, when the regulations were released on January 5, just before Clinton left office, motorcyclists discovered that the agencies involved had reversed the intent of the law.

The new regulations went into effect despite the efforts of the AMA, Motorcycle Riders Foundation, ABATE of Illinois, ABATE of Wisconsin and other motorcyclists who took the time to comment on the proposed rules, and to contact members of Congress asking that they urge the new Bush administration to change the discriminatory parts of the regulations.  "These rules make the entire law meaningless," said Edward Moreland, AMA vice president for government relations. "They open the door to the elimination of health coverage for all types of legal recreational activities, from motorcycle riding to running or walking."

The AMA now plans to join with other motorcycling organizations and recreation groups to go back to Congress in hopes of getting a new bill passed reinstating the original intent of the health-insurance bill.  "We've already been in contact with congressional offices to see who might be the best choice to spearhead an effort in Congress to pass a law to stop this discrimination," Moreland said.

Moreland noted that U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson's office indicated Thompson didn't feel he had the authority to change the language of the rules, and that he was reluctant to do anything that might interfere with states' rights to determine the benefit coverages in their states.  Meanwhile, Moreland urged all motorcyclists and others to check their health-insurance policies to see whether they would receive health-care benefits if they are hurt while participating in legal recreational activities.

Editor's Note:  Your U.S. Congressmen are only a few clicks away!  To register your opinion with Senators Bill Nelson and Bob Graham and Representative Allen Boyd, go to AMA Directlink at http://www.amadirectlink.com/ index.asp.  Scroll down to AMA Rapid Response Center, click on the Issues & Legislation tab, then the "55 Members of Congress have moved to Protect Your Health Care Benefits" link, enter your zip code, and e-mail the pre-written letter to our representatives!
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Swap Shop

Free to Chapter FL1-A2 members

call 925-0345

FOR SALE: Call Gus Daniels  668-4412 (leave message on answering machine)

Markland highway foot boards, like new 

New $130.00 - your price $70!

FOR SALE: Call Steve Carroll 907-0776 evenings or 942-9650 x3004 days.

Markland Black/Charcoal backrest ($179 retail) $95.00

FOR SALE: Call Charles Couch  562-1399.

One piece insulated riding suit, size Large (short).  Like new, $50.

Small HJC FJ8 helmet, candy apple red open face w/ flip shield, $50 (Cost $124.99 on the web).

FOR SALE: Call Sonny Rollo 562-4293.

1982 Gold Wing, 20,000 miles, damaged in front end collision.  No front wheel or fork.  Engine, frame, instruments, rear suspension and wheel in good condition.  $700 or best offer.

Kuryakyn triple exhaust extensions; used, very good condition for GL1500 $60.

Stop and Go tire patch kit - new $30.

Chrome windshield trim with Kuryakyn lighted bird and bug deflector, installed $65.

Orville Sage custom windshield for GL1500, tinted with large engraved eagle, with engraved wind wings, installed $175.

FOR SALE: Call Curtis Parker (229) 377-3260

DOWCO Guardian bike cover (G45 - small) - new, never out of the box!  $35.

GL1500 trunk handle, chrome w/hand insert, $20.


GWRRA NEWS
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Headlight Modulation and Flashing Lights

by the Florida District Law Enforcement Advisory Council

from April/May 2001 Florida District GWRRA Newsletter

While at the 2001 Florida District Rally several of us were sitting in the lobby of the Radisson late on Saturday night and noticed that at least one bike headed out of the parking lot had several miniature white strobe lights flashing on the back of the bike.  We had some questions about the legality of those lights on the street.  This should not be misconstrued to be the same as the modulated headlight.  In typical Gold Wing tradition, many riders have adorned their bikes with many lights, some rear facing lights which flash when the brakes are applied.  In the same vein, the ring of fire lights and other forward facing lights are prohibited from being red or blue when viewed from directly in front of the vehicle.

While these may certainly be an improvement to the visibility and an enhancement of your safety margin, they are not legal.  Are we saying not to use them?  No, just want to make you aware of what the statutes say - we each ride our own bike and must weigh all the information at our disposal for any given action.

Check out Section 316.2397, Florida Statutes at: http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch0316/SEC2397.HTM&Title=->2000->Ch0316->Section%202397
LOCAL RALLIES & EVENTS

June 14
Chapter meeting - Western Sizzlin' - 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet. 

June 21
Dinner ride - Worley's, Cairo. Depart #1 at 6:30 pm.
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June 28
Dinner social - Mom & Dad's, Apalachee Pkwy. east.


Eat at 6:30 pm.

July 12
Chapter meeting - Western Sizzlin' - 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet.

July 19
Dinner ride - Posey's, Panacea. Depart #3 at 6:30 pm.

July 26
Dinner social - Marie Livingston's, Apalachee Pkwy.


Eat at 6:30 pm.

August 4
Chapter Bike Show - Tallahassee Mall

August 9 Chapter meeting - Western Sizzlin' - 6:30 eat, 7:30 meet. 

August 16 Dinner ride-Lunker Lodge, Lake Seminole. Depart #1 6:30

August 23 Dinner social-TBA. Eat at 6:30.

September 29
Chapter Camp out - Holiday RV Park,  Panacea.


Camping reservations - 984-5757.


The Oaks Motel 984-5370.

February 16, 2002 Chapter rally

REGIONAL RALLIES & EVENTS

June 14 - 16
Georgia Wing Fling - Hiawassee

June 20 - 23
Honda Hoot - Knoxville, TN

July 3 - 6

Wing Ding - Greenville, SC

July 26 - 28
Honda Homecoming - Marysville, OH[image: image16.png]



July 28

FL1-D - Pensacola

Sept 6-8

Region "A" Rally - Helen GA

September 20-22 NC District Rally - Fletcher, NC

October 6

FL1-L - Panama City

October 11-13 Mississippi District Rally, Biloxi
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October 13
FL1-L2 - Bike Show, Lutz

October 18-21 Biketoberfest& Drill Team  - Daytona
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October 26-27 Sweet Potato Festival - Ocilla, GA

November 3
FL1-J - Jacksonville

November 11
FL1-D2 - Hudson

November 24
FL1-A - Tampa

December 8
FL1-S - Zephyrhills
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Many flyers available at the meeting from Charles Couch or Hugh Waller.  Call Charles or the Telephone Coordinators for more information on scheduled and unscheduled rides! 
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Departure Points


#1: Hardees, N. Monroe


#2: Circle K, Hwy. 20 & Capital Circle


#3: Circle K, Crawfordville Hwy. & Capital Circle


#4: Chevron, Hwy. 98 & Woodville Hwy.


#5: CITGO, Hwy. 90 & I-10 east


#6: Books-A-Million,


Thomasville Road & I-10


#7 River Trace Homes, Woodville Hwy. & Capital Circle SE


#8 I-10 rest stop west of Exit 28 (Capital Circle NW)
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Departure Points


#1: Hardees, N. Monroe


#2: Circle K, Hwy. 20 & Capital Circle


#3: Circle K, Crawfordville Hwy. & Capital Circle


#4: Chevron, Hwy. 98 & Woodville Hwy.


#5: CITGO, Hwy. 90 & I-10 east


#6: Books-A-Million,


Thomasville Road & I-10


#7 River Trace Homes, Woodville Hwy. & Capital Circle SE


#8 I-10 rest stop west of Exit 28 (Capital Circle NW)
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Wear Your Colors





Don't forget to wear your Chapter uniform at other chapter's events!  Our uniform is the red Chapter shirt and black jeans.
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Departure Points


#1: Hardees, N. Monroe 


#2: Circle K, Highway 20 &


      Capital Circle 


#3: Circle K, Crawfordville


      Highway & Capital Circle 


#4: Chevron, Highway 98 &


      Woodville Highway


#5: CITGO, Hwy. 90 & I-10 east


      (cross creek)


#6: NEW Publix, Thomasville &


      Bradfordville Roads


#7 I-10 rest stop west of Exit 28


     (Capital Circle NW)





Wear Your Colors





Don't forget to wear your Chapter uniform at other chapter's events!  Our


uniform is the red Chapter shirt and black jeans.
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